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The goal of AQuA is to explore textile manipulation and the diversity of mixed media as an art form.  

The creative call was evident as the January 2011 AQuA meeting got off to a rousing start.  

The meeting was well attended by members and several guests.  Everyone seems ready to   
take on new projects and workshops, and Sue Van Voorhees has organized our first in-

structional session to take place after the Feb. meeting.  There will be a series of demos 
and workshops presented by our members throughout the year where we will show and 

share techniques and skills as we plan our fiber art pieces.   
 
The Feb. workshop will be at the Fiber Arts Studio following the meeting at 2297 Tall Grass 

Rd., Unit 9.  We suggest you bring a sack lunch after which Rita Faussone and Jan Warren 
will give instruction on facing and binding techniques to give our quilts professional fin-

ishes.  A $5 studio fee was collected from those participating.  Available at the studio are 
cutting mats, rotary cutters, quilt rulers, scissors, straight pins.  Other items you will need 
to bring are:  

 
Straight stitch sewing machineðthread 

1 pc. Wonder Under (preferred) - 8ò x  10ò 
2 pcs. Wonder Under (preferred) - 2ò x 6ò 

1 pc. battingï 8ò x 10ò 
1 square battingð8ò x 8ò 
1 square battingð5ò x 5ò 

2 pcs. fabricð8òð10ò 
2 squares fabricð5ò x 5ò 

2 squares fabricð8ò x 8ò 
1/4 yd. fabric for facings  

 
It will be helpful if you print out the instruction sheet off the AQuA website on Facings for 
Quilts ðfound under Member Information How toôs as this is one method we will learn.  

You will leave with small reference samples to keep. 

As usual you stepped up when the call for new steers came out.  As well as 

Nancy Dobson being new on the steering committee, Carole OôBrien has also 

volunteered to serve.  With the creative ideas these two members have, we 

know they will be a valuable addition to this group.  A big thanks to both  

Carole and Nancy.  We look forward to fresh ideas from these skilled artists. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

We look forward to the Sue Benner 4 day workshop in May, which will be held at the Fabric 

Arts Studio.  Susan Strickland collected deposits at the Jan. meeting from those members 
signed up for this much anticipated event.  The final amount of $150 will be due at the April 

AQuA meeting.  The series is May 19ð22, 2011 and deals with techniques used in land-
scapes.  Sue calls it ñSewing the Land: Fused, Collaged, and Quilted Landscapesò .  If youôve 

seen some of her landscape work, (suebenner.com) you will see the excitement she interjects 
into a simple landscape image.  A supply list for these classes is available on the website.   

Along the same line of landscape creativity, Maggie Weiss is scheduled for classes and lectures 

on July 14, 15 2011 at the First Assembly of God Church.  Maggie will teach uses of sheer fab-
rics in landscape quilting and calls her series ñSheer BlissðFusing and Collage with Silk Or-

ganzaò.  AQuA and Colorado West Quilterôs Guild is in collaboration for this event.  The fee is 
$80 for a two day 9 -4 hour classes with a $35 kit fee.  This will be due at the May AQuA meet-

ing.  More complete information and supply lists can be found on the website.    
 
The idea of using sheers and organzas as an element in landscapes is definitely one weôd like 

to explore.  To view some of her work, go to maggieweiss.com. 
 

See Susan Strickland with questions about either of these workshops. 
Susan has also contracted Lenore Crawford for a landscape workshop in Oct. 2012.  Each of 
these artists offers completely different approaches for particular techniques they choose to 

teach and use in their own work.  Every technique or method we learn from others helps us 
define our own style as we move along the path to be the best fiber artists we can be.  

There was also discussion about having artists come to AQuA to give instruction on painting 

on fabric.  Kathy Shattleitner passed around a sheet for those interested in such a workshop in 
2012. 

 Melody Randol will be doing a one day workshop at the Fabric Arts Studio called Creating 

Fabric Paper on Wed., May 18, 2011ñ9 A.M. ð4 P.M. showing a process that combines the 

use of cloth and paper.  You will learn how to create a varied array of items from art quilts, 

art cards, tote bags, etc.  Best of all, you will learn more about working with basic design 

elements like scale, color, and transparency as you play.  Participants will have more fun 

than adult women should have on a weekday!  All supplies provided/$5 materials fee per 

student.  Applies to all levels.  To view samples and register go to fabricartsstudio.com.  

 

Jane Aldoretta has also contracted Rayna Gillman to conduct a workshop July 7, 8, 9, 10, 

2011.  Rayna teaches all sorts of surface design techniques such as transferring thermo -

fax screen images onto fabric, deconstructed thickened dye technique, monoprints, all 

those tricks that leave us wondering òHow did they do that?ó  Now is our chance to learn 

from the professionals.  Go to fabricartsstudio1@me.com for details.  
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Amidst all the business meeting chatter, Kathy Shattleitner added a little levity when 

she shared some tips from an article published in the 1940õs about how to prepare our-

selves and our rooms for sewing.  It was just FULL of helpful information aimed at hav-

ing the best and most productive sewing experience possible ñvaluable tips such as :  

 

Always wear lipstick when sewing.  

 

Be sure and wear nice clothes in case your husband or someone else shows up unexpect-

edly while youõre in the middle of sewing. 

 

Never leave your sink full of dirty dishes before you begin your sewing projects.  

 

Be sure your sewing space is neat and orderly and your supplies are all readily at hand.  

 

Do your daily household cleaning before you go to your sewing machine. ññññññññ 

 

any number of ideas we should think of before we settle into the task of sewing.  The 

writer suggests that we clear our minds of these side distractions so we will be more fo-

cused and efficient in our work.  

 

It seems to me that if the writer had successfully tended to all that before sewing, she 

would be ready for a nap and a little glass of sherry, no matter whether she has actually 

gotten around to doing any sewing or not.  But at least she would be much more relaxed 

and cheerful by the time her husband came home!  

   

NOTABLE MENTION  
Speaking of the 1940ôs, check out the photo of Polly Pulver on the website.  It seems she was fea-
tured in the Jan. 30 edition of The Daily Sentinel for Best of Show Vintage Ski Costume at a ski race 

on Grand Mesa.  Way to go, Polly.  We all know what really matters is how cool you look on those 
slopes. 
And Sherida Warner had an article in the recent Fiber Arts Magazine.   

Jane Aldoretta has an awesome ad in the Quilting Arts Magazine. 
And congratulations to Gay Ousley, Rita Faussone, Susan Strickland, and Bonnie Stonemark for their 

acceptance in the coffee table book showing artful images to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the-
Colorado National Monument.  Book order form available in the Daily Sentinel. 
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WEBPAGE UPDATE 
 
Here is important information from Kathy Pfeufer to the AQuA web page holders:  

 
Please be aware that if your existing web page has not been renewed by the February 2011 AQuA 
meeting, your web page will disappear after that.   

 
There is something ñnewò with the individual web pages and galleries on the AQuA web site.  You have 

probably noticed a new ñlink clickò that LOOKS like it ought to be clickable labeled ñView as Slideshowò.  
It might be ñnewò, but unfortunately it DOESNôT work at the moment, or at least Kathy Pfeufer doesn't 
know how to make it work.  The better option that DOES work is the ñView With PicLensò.  This does 

have the option to display artwork at full screen, and is usually still the best function to use when deter-
mining if your photos contain enough pixels to display well.  
 

The other option with web page galleries is to click on the individual photo, then you can get to a slide -
show-like feature that has forward (>>) clicks, or reverse (<<)clicks.  There is no full screen feature 

with this option however.  
 
Any web page holders with photos they need to have installed in their gallery can get me a CD, or 

flash/thumb drive.  This is the preferred method for Kathy Pf. To up -load your information.  I have been 
successful using a zip file of photos by e-mail recently, and if you are comfortable with that, you can try 

that method.  
 
If, after an AQuA exhibit where photos have been done through the group, please contact Kathy Pfeufer 

if you want your artwork included in your web page gallery.  Some artists do, others donôt.  Iôm not go-
ing to second guess on our memberôs preferences! 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Question:  How can you find out if there is something ñnewò on the AQuA web site? 
 

Answer:  Set up an RSS feed from our web site.  Look for the RSS notation at the upper right of the 
AQuA home web page and click on that.  There will be a couple of questions, and then (magically) you 
should find ñAQuAò somewhere around the top or sides of the web browser.  Depending on your web 

browser, this will set up a notation that says ñAQuAò, or listing in your web browser that when some-

DENVER NATIONAL QUILT SHOW ðòANYTHING GOESò 

 
The March 19 meeting is the turn-in date for the quilts which will be in the AQuA exhibit 

at the Denver National Quilt Festival VI Apr. 28ðMay 1, 2011.  With  the Anything Goes  
theme, we should have a wide range of imaginative pieces turned in.  The show informa-

tion and entry forms are available on the website.  Anticipating the work our members 
turn in for this Mancuso show each year is always exciting.  If you have any questions re-
garding this show please see Christie Barton, Jan Warren, or Terry Lee.  

As we plan ahead for the Mancuso Pacific International Quilt Festival which takes place in 

Oct. in Santa Clara, CA, we would like to know your preferences regarding having a theme 
or a non-theme show, such as Anything Goes.  Please take a minute to go to the website 

and vote in the poll to determine your choice.   
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thing new has been ð>posted< ð to the web page, the notation in your web browser will become 

bold.  (At least that is how it works with Microsoft Internet Explorer...Look along the ñFavoritesò 
menu, or horizontal tab across the top of your browser).  When you notice the ñboldò notation when 

you are on the internet, just click on the AQuA notation, and you will get to our web page from that 
click. 
 

Note that this RSS feed is only activated when there is a new POSTING, NOT when galleries have 
been updated, and other information may have been added in a form that is NOT a posting.  Rita F. 
usually handles most postings and she usually includes links within her postings to further informa-

tion. 
 

So keep ñpostedò on what is new on our web siteðset up an RSS feed to your computer soon! 
 

ATROCITIES  

Be sure and read the updates on the ATROCITIES show that Marge Fox has posted on the 

website.  There is a lot of new information that participants should be aware of ðdates and 
details.  The show will be hung May 31, 2011 at the Art Center, and the exhibit opens Fri. 

June 3.  The Art Center will share some of the proceeds of the sales from this show with the 
Grand Valley Peace and Justice, an organization that aids in the problems of the homeless, en-

vironment, immigration, and war.  More complete information regarding these issues is on the 
website. 
 

At the Jan. meeting some of the members showed the pieces they will be entering in this very 
stunning and provocative show. 

Terry LaSalle calls her quilt ñAnd It Never Endsò.  It was inspired 

by a trip to Budapestðshe wanted to depict the experience of the 

Budapest women in war times. 

Sue Van Voorheesô quilt ñWar Tornò is based on the events 

from The Book Thief. 
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Beth Bottorff  calls her 

ATROCITIES piece ñHonoring 

Women at War in Iraqò 

Kathy Pfeufer found inspiration from a conversation she had 

with a woman from Lebanon who stated that ñwomen are not 

equals and they are angry about itò. Her art quilt is named 

ñPeace Be With Youò. 

Please direct any questions you may have about  the ATROCITIES show to: 

Marge Foxð241-5523ðfoxhaven@bresnan.net or 

Marla Fergusonð464-4849ðmarlula27@hotmail.com 

FRONT RANGE CONNECTION  

Jan Rickman reports that there is a $70 guild fee to become a member of the Rocky 

Mountain Quilt Museum in Golden, CO.  We currently have a collection of our small 12ò 
x 12ò  pieces on display there.  Rita F. will post updated information on the RMQM on 

the website re: any changes as we exhibit there.   
 

 
Some of our members have recently joined the Front Range Contemporary Quilters 
which draws a large number of artists in and around the Denver area.  As we exchange 

interests in one anothersô activities, we already see the benefit of some of the sharing of 
talent.  One of the FRCQ members, Patty Hawkins has recently joined AQuA, and would 

like us to know of a workshop she will be conducting on Feb. 18-19, 2011.  It is called 
ñCollageï The Essence (Haiku) of Landscapes! Shapes and Colors!ò  The cost is $75 plus 
$30 if you are not a member.  Many of us have admired Pattyôs work seen in some of 

the leading fiber art publications, and we welcome her as a new AQuA member.  If you 
would like to know more about this or FRCQ membership, see Kathy Shattleitner.   

Present AQuA treasury report is $4705.76  
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Some interesting and varied things were shown 

at the Jan. meeting.  Trina showed some very 
cool Wrap-a-gami ways to use fabrics as gifts or 

gift wraps.  
 
Rita showed several items she created at the 

FAS studioðdyed pieces, socks, scarves, etc. 

Angelaôs  rusting

 

How clever!ðBonnie Crysdaleôs 

Play on Words quiltðòAssault and 

Batteryò
 <<<<<<< 

Carol Pattenôs beautiful 

floral piece >>>>>>> 

 Juneôs Madres quilt 

Jan Warrenôs mammography quilt 


