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The goal of AQUA is to explore textile manipulation and the diversity of mixed media as an art form.

The February AQUA meeting began with the introduction of two visitors; Jean Martin and
Teresa Spangler. We always welcome new faces and hope to see them become new mem-
bers.

ANYTHING GOESi DUE MARCH MEETING

Everyone has been working to finish our art qu
Denver National Quilt Festival April 283 May 1, 2011. AQUA members have had the privilege

of entering a special exhibit in this annual Mancuso show in Denver for the past several

years. It always generates a lot of excitement when we reveal our pieces and choose our

member favorites. So be sure to go to the website and get all the requirements and entry

form information ready for your submission at the March meeting. It is important that you

have your hanging sleeve attached properly, your check ready for entry fee and photography,

and ALL the paperwork completed and signed. We have been known to be a little lax on

some of these finishing touches in the past, b
policedo and committee heads can get a clean <c¢ch
eligible for this competition. If you have any questions re: your entry, do not wait until the

meeting to ask about it; contact Terry Lee, Jan Warren, Christie Barton or one of the steers.

We canodot wait to see what everyone came up wi:t
Goeso, it is sure to be an exciting collection

PIQF

Terry Lee has been running some polls as to our preferences for themes in regards to
the Mancuso shows. Turns out that the majority of members do like having a theme.
Also the theme with the most votes for the Pacific International Quilt Festival is

oCurvaceouso. So if you were not a big fan of
in terms of all things curvy! This show takes place in Santa Clara, CA in Oct., so we
have lots of time to plan something wonderfully curvaceous.




FIRST ANNUAL AQUA MINWORKSHOP

The first mini-workshop and demonstration was held after the Feb. meeting. Sue VanVoorhees
enlisted two of our talented members to teach us several methods of bindings and facings to
finish our art quilts. This is one of the important elements that a juror looks at when examining
our work, and we were happy to learn ways to give our quilts the finishes we want them to
have.

The patrticipating members went to the Fabric Arts Studio following the meeting, enjoyed a sack
lunch, then worked on making sample pieces of the methods presented. Rita Faussonetaught
two different techniques for facings on quilts when you do not wish to have a strip binding on
the edge. She gave out instruction sheets outlining all the materials and steps required, which
can be found on the website under the AHow

For those who prefer a binding on their quilt, Jan Warren demonstrated two methods of appli-
cation; one regular binding and one she refers to as a French binding where the binding is
turned to the back of the piece.

Both Jan and Rita are skilled quilters whose work we admire, so we appreciate the sharing of
their tips and knowledge on how to finish our work cleanly and professionally.

Also thanks to Sue V. for
we look forward to future

organizing the workshopd
demos she has in mind!

Rita demonstrates her
Escape Hatch facing
technique.

Thanks, Jane for
those wonderful FAS accommodations!




WORKSHOP UPDATE

On the subject of workshops, Susan Strickland and Kathy Schattleitner updated us on the
work they have been doing on bringing in well -known artists to hold lectures and work-
shops. The first is the 4 day workshop to be conducted May 19-22 by Sue Benner. Depos-
its were collected from the members to secure a spot in this much anticipated series of
classes. The final $150 will be due at the April meeting.

Sueds workshop is called AnSewing the Landjf
which she will teach her techniques that make her landscape quilts so stunning and vibrant.
The supply list and details are on the website.

A two day workshop is scheduled featuring the work of Maggie WeissJuly 14, 15 where she

i nstructs us on the use of sheer fabrics Jand o

Bliss Fusing and Coll age with Silk Organzao,
by using sheer textiles. The cost of this workshop is $90 plus a $35 kit fee, which also in-
cludes a catered lunch. Payment will be due at the May AQUA meeting. Both days are 9
a.m.to4 p.m.

and

This is a collaborative event with AQuA ajnd Cc

be held at the Clarion Inn, 755 Horizon Drive. You will find more details and a supply list
on the website. Please see Susan Strickland or Sherida Warner with any questions.

Susan also reminds us thatLenore Crawfordis scheduled for a workshop in Oct. 2012. If
you tend to do a lot of landscape fiber art, or would like to explore more ways to enhance
landscape pieces, we will have these opportunities to see a fine and varied mix of informa-
tion and techniques we can learn from these internationally known artists. You are encour-
aged to go online and view the work of these artists as you will be inspired by their innova-
tive and imaginative ideas.

Kathy Schattleitner led a continued discussion about what the members want to see in fu-
ture workshops. Are we interested in painting on fabric, dye workshops, topographic im-
ages, portraits, machine quilting classes?? And the list goes on. Kathy is in negotiating
mode with some of these artists and needs to get your input as to what you most want to
see and learn about. Again, view what you like online and let Kathy know what really ex-
cites and WOWS you so we can enlist some of your favorites in the future.

Here Comes Melody
No sheb6s not going to teach us musical
shop called Creating Fabric Paper on Wed. May 18, 2011, 9 -4 at the Fabric Arts

Studio. You will learn a process that combines the use of cloth and paper to

make such items as quilts, totes, art cards, etc. She guarantees you will have more fun than
adult women should have on a weekday. Supplies will be provided fi $5 materials fee per stu-
dent. Go to fabricartsstudio.com to view samples and register.
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ATROCITIES

Marla Ferguson and Marge Fox have posted details on the website about the ATROCITIES show
coming up in July at the Art Center. A portion of the proceeds of the sales from this show will bene-

fit Grand Valley Peace and Justice, an organization dealing with problems of the homeless, environ-
ment, immigration and war. This show promises to exhibit some very strong, provocative work

from a number of our members. The pieces will exhibit Jéng 5 |, 2011; the arti st
be held June 3,91 p.m.

ALASKA FIBER FESTIVAL 2012 & AQUA Exhibit:

How coo/does that sound!? Nancy Dobson, our Alaska recruit, is working on organizing an AQUA
exhibit in Alaska in March 2012. Her contact for
mat pieces and the Festival wil/ take 20% commi ssi
tion of ARandom Acts of Fiberodo was quickly and una
for this exhibit, so we have lots of time to ponder how to represent this idea into  art.

This festival will also feature wearable art, lectures, classes by international quilt artists and other
quilt exhibitions. Nancy will continue to inform us of the details regarding this show in upcoming
meetings. What an exciting opportunity for us to go (sort of) global to show our work!

Speaking of winter environs, it is time for the annual Red Cliffs Lodge Winter retreat in Moab,
UT., Mar. 11i 13. Jane Aldoretta, owner of the Fabric Arts Studio, has made arrangements
for these lovely accommodations for the past several years, and it is awesomdi just ask
Christie Barton. She is no doubt the best advocate of this event, but certainly not the only
one. All who have attended return refreshed, revitalized, renewed, relaxed, and hopefully re-
turn with some finished fiber projects! Thanks, Jane, for organizing this great getaway!

Another Awesome Retreat 6 ALEGRE

Everyone knows about the fabulous art quilt event
taking place at the Gateway Canyons Resort the
week of March 208 27. The Alegre Retreat will
feature classes and lectures from Rosalie Dace,
Judy Blaydon, Emily Richardson, Katie Pasquini
Masopust, and Nancy Crow. Learning from artists
of this caliber is an enviable spot we all dream of.

The Alegre committee surprised us with an offer

of two free tickets to attend some of the lectures
and workshops being held. A drawing was held
and the lucky recipients were Kathleen Malvern
and Gjeneve Hopkinson. AQUA made $237 on the
sale of the tickets and made two AQUA members
very happy. We know th
ence and will come up with some new ideas of

how more of us can attend this event next year.
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There was good representation of AQUA members
at the Art Center. A number of our members enhanced the varied styles and types of art

exhibited with their fiber art pieces. In mentioning this, there are is so much talent in our

group as was in evidence at the Show and Tell portion of the Feb. meeting:

Show ‘N Tell

Cindy Williams shows her
beautiful watercolor quilt
nl Glory |

pbasket of i
ric fruitd |

enough to eat
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