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A lot of our members seemed to be traveling in August, but lucky for us, our Texas member chose to
be traveling in this direction instead of away from CO. What a delight to see Gay Ousley attend our
meeting and bring some of her beautiful work to show us.

Kathy Schattleitner then had the privilege of introducing our guest and workshop leader Melody Ran-
dol. It only took one meeting and a three day workshop for us to fall in love with Melody, and appar-
ently it was mutual because she is now an official AQuA member. Even though she lives in Loveland,
she does not want to miss all the fun we have here in GJ, and we welcome her wholeheartedly to our
membership.

MELODY6S WORKSHOP
Melody Randol came over the mountain passes with her car loaded to the max with all number of in-
struction tools, books, supplies, paints, quilts, ....endless items to teach us how to create spectacular
|l andscape quilts. And she had us in a creative/bra
|l apse back to reality (reality beiarmgalPltasdos, wetjustt e s 0 n
aspire to be!) Those of us who participated in the workshop found her so generous in spirit as she
shared so much valuable information, generated excitement, and encouraged and inspired all of us to
do our best work. I n Mel odyds background, she taucg
at how to keep our attention and deal diplomatically with the most delinquent and remedial students.

Melody, we collectively thank you for making each moment in your workshop one that will serve to
expand, entertain, and enlighten us as we continue on our journey as fiber artists.

Also thanks to Kathy Schattleitner for all the work she did in making all the arrangements for Melody
and to Jane Aldoretta for providing the wonderful studio space.
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SINGULAR SENSATIONS

All of the hubbub and activity of the day centered around the much awaited deadline to turn in our
quilts to show in the Singular SensationsAQUA exhibit at the Pacific International Quilt Festival in
Santa Clara, CA in October. Twenty one quilts were entered and as mentioned in the previous news-
letter, AQUA accepted and met the challenge. Many of us entered our quilts with much trepidation,
knowing the whole cloth theme would be a difficult one. Our own juror, Melody Randol, stated that
she didnét feel she would have had the courage
participated and did indeed create some wonderfully innovative pieces. We as a group are showing
incredible growth in our understanding of the artistic endeavors of our members, and we encourage
everyone to continue to answer the show calls for entry around the ever -expanding art quilt world.

Checking in the quilts

Thanks to those who pinned, measured, and helped
check the entries as they came in. Terry LaSalle, Terry
Lee, Jan Warren will be doing this for the next Mancuso
shows, so we gave them a |
Nancy Vanaken, one of our

A note from Melody - THANKS ALL AROUND

What a fabulous four days | had in Grand Junction! ,
Many teachers tour with an established set of classes. My workshops are more like ste
ping into my studio for a few days. You see what | do, and learn what | know at the *
time. The opportunity to teach landscape art to a group of art quilters for three days ' i.
was such a gift! Not only did | get to work with and learn from 15 AQUA members, |
left each night with new ideas and renewed energy. We truly had more fun than adul
women should have on weekdays.

Then | attended the meeting on Saturday, and had the opportunity to meet more members. It was fun to

t o

hear your discussions and decisions. The new Mesa Verde pieces were spectacular. The company and con-

versation at lunch following the meeting were as good as the food. Such a deal.

As a finale, | juried Singular Sensations. That meant | was able to enjoy and examine 20 pieces of curre

nt

work by AQUA members. What a pleasure! After my work as juror was done, | removed the tape covering
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each name so | could begin to connect people with their work. AQUA embodies an amazing pool of
talented fiber artists.

My entire experience with AQuUA and its members wa
AQUuArian! | hope to be an active member, and perhaps even attend a meeting now and then. 1 look
forward to continued overlap in our creative lives.

And so | send sincere thanks to you all. Thank you for all the work done in preparing for the workshop.
Thank you for sharing your work, knowledge, laughter and insights. Thanks for enticing me to join
AQUA. Like I said, it was a fabulous four days!

Melody Randol

HERE ARE SOME OF THE BEAUTIES SUBMITTEBINGRILAR SENSATIONS




After spending an entire afternoon closely examining the entries for SINGULAR SENSAT/ONlelody se-
lected 15 pieces to exhibit at the Pacific International Quilt Festival in CA in Oct. We appreciate the com-
ments and critiques she offered each artist; we know they will serve to help us view our own work with
new perspective in the future.

Often we wonder what a juror hopes to see when she considers the various design elements and tech-

niques we have chosen to use on our art quilts. Melody has outlined some useful information to help
broaden our understanding of the juroro6s discerning

JUROROGS REMARKS

| had the honor of jurying Singular Sensations, the body of work that will represent AQUA at the Pacific Intel
national Quilt Festival. What a delight.

The challenge of using a whole cloth and covering no more than 20% of it with fabric and thread is a most c
ficult one! | was truly impressed by the quality and creativity of pieces created to meet the challenge.

The relationship of the whole cloth to the finished art quilt is fascinating. Most artists clearly let the cloth su
gest the subject or composition, and the results are splendid. The machine quilting of some pieces is supet
and the composition of each piece juried into the exhibit is sound.

The work ranges from engagingly complex to elegantly simple. Subjects vary from serious through playful.
But it is the clever and ingenious use of the whole cloth that makes the show captivating.

In the written feedback | gave each submitting artist, | found several themes emerged. Below are some gui
lines | offer.

WORK WITH ESTABLISHED COLOR RELATIONSHIPS

Therebs a reason complementary colors make on:
/ harmonious. Unless you have a strong reason to do otherwise, make use of color theory and

work with traditional color relationships.

USE FEW COLORS, MANY VALUES

ltés hard to resist the urge to add more col or, howe
utilizing a full value range of each color is almost always more compelling than work with a rainbow of colors.

CROP, CROP, CROP

You al most al ways tighten and i mprove a composition
empty space; |l et elements go Aoff the page. O Use st
design wall, or take a picture and crop on the computer. Make it smaller, make tighter, make it better.

CONTRAST & RELATIONSHIP

These two simple words sum up almost everything important about design and composition. Contrast makes

it interesting, adds variety, draws and directs the eye. A cool color palette comes to life when seasoned with

a little heat, and setting the lightest value next to the darkest value creates a focal area. Contrast can be cre-

ated with all design elements: curved lines among straight; strong visual texture among a sea of calm; large
medium, and small shapes. If contrast generates interest, relationship builds unity. How do the colors relate

to one another? How does the stitching line relate to the design? What is repeated (shape, motif, line, pat-
terné) to unify the piece? How do the design el emen

The 15 pieces selected for the exhibit at PIQF incorporate many of these designs guidelines.
4 Itis an impressive and innovative body of work done by AQUA members. Congratulations on
an excellent exhibit. Melody Randol



Congratulations to those who received special recognition from the juror and the members for their
exceptional whole cloth quilts:

Kathy Schattleitnerds i Can -YMeumbSeered st hh driocee st f or
Bev Hart AReap - ttsieard8bldctiom wi nd o

Juror Mention:

BevHart - iReap the Whirl wind?o

Nancy Dobson - A Pet al s & Podso

Kathy Schattleitner - nCan You See the Forest f
Carole OtB8raege You Glad Itbés Plaid
Eldrid Schafer - il n Me mor y 0

PatSprague - i Di saster | n the Gul fo

Rita Faussone- i1 Pet uni a x Hybrid Humongoo

or the Trees?0o0
?20

It looks like the next Mancuso show for AQUA will be next spring in Denver. The no itheme is
AAnyt hing Goesodo, so we have iastergiecasf ti me t o0 cc

Wel | , tal k about hittind emd out o f MesahwerdelCanlydn par k!
Voices Il exhibit!! If anyone had doubts about how well these small pieces would be accepted, this
should keep all skeptics quiet. We have just recently had emails from Rita about how many of the
pieces have sold, and they are busily hanging, (and selling), whatever we keep sending them. What
a wonderful public response and a great venue for so many of you who submitted exquisite little
gems of the highest quality. Rita and Susan psay 0
Barnes & Noble Silent Auction coming up in Oct. - same small format pieces due at the Sept. meet-
ing. Go to the website for details and also for more complete information on pieces sold at Mesa
Verde. Hereds a |l ook at some of the | atest shown

T
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Gjeneve Hopkinson went on vacation be-
fore she had a chance to write her usual

newsl etter not e, but | ©
Woul d j uls@M s@N WACATI ON
So while sheds gone we

My commentis - Youdr e doing a

job as head steer. Thanks to her for all
s € hard work and for conducting such

5 good meetings every month. Have a fun

trip!




With all the activity surrounding the PIQF turn -ins, we did not have time to discuss a lot of other busi-

ness at the Aug. meeting. Please remember to refer to the website for all AQUA related information

which Rita keeps wupdated. We did of course, take t
and herebébs a |l ook at what some of you have been doi

One of the most productive members in AQuUA
Gay Ousley shows some of her quiitsd o n 0 t
just love that cute little self portrait?



